ACT BUSHFIRE COUNCIL

Meeting 8/2006

23 February, 2006 4.00pm-6.00pm

Executive Conference Room 1

ACT Emergency Services Authority

123 Carruthers Street, Curtin ACT 2605

1.  Attendance

Kevin Jeffery 


Chair

Simon Katz


Member

Dee Watson


Secretariat

Peter Dunn


ex-Officio

Michael Lonergan

Member

Bruce Leaver


Member

Geoff Butler


Member

Peter Kanowski

Member

Stephen Wise


Member

Michael Ross


Member

Apologies

Tony Bartlett


David Prince

Jo Matthews

Dave Broderick 


2.  Opening and Introduction by Chairman

Kevin Jeffery, as Chair, opened the meeting at 4:05pm.  The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and the table of Actions was reviewed.

Peter Dunn advised that he has passed on the report on the last Bushfire Council Field Trip to the Minister and advised him that if there are any points he needs to be aware of, that Council will write to him.  

3.  New Business Arising

Roadside Verges 

Geoff Butler asked whether the occurrence of “Significant Vegetation” is being taken into account when Fuel Management is being done.  Michael Ross assured him that the area where the work was undertaken has not impacted on any significant vegetation, as the information from EACT was included as an overlay in the burn plan preparation.

4.  Listing of new Agenda Items

No new Agenda Items

5.  Correspondence

No new correspondence was received.

6.  Reports

6.1 Peter Dunn-Commissioner

Advised Council that the Functional Review is looking at capability, and this will provide a good opportunity to advise the justification as to why certain things are being done (particularly from a Bushfire perspective), and also the level of service that should be being provided by all agencies in the ACT.  

Peter Dunn attended a meeting with Maxine Cooper and Michael Costello on the Lower Cotter, to identify what will happen with Ingledene and the Lower Cotter.  The issue dealt with during the day was water quality and the catchment area.  The process is nearing completion and a decision is imminent.  

6.2 Michael Ross - ACT RFS

Michael Ross advised that the RFS is moving into the new premises at the ASOC Fairbairn, and that the next Bushfire Council meeting will take place in the new premises.  An official opening will take place in early March.  All Members of the BFC will be invited to this opening.  The date of the opening will be dependent on the availability of the Minister.

The helicopters have been retained until, at this point, mid March.  Negotiations are underway with NSW as to the possibility of them assisting with the financial cost of retaining them until at least the end of March.

The ACT RFS sent a RAFT team (8 people), including two people in an IMT capacity to the fires at Tumut.  This was a 40-hectare fire requiring helicopter water bombing.  

6.3 ACT Fire Brigade

No report available.

6.4 Kevin Jeffery 

Kevin Jeffery advised that a Field Trip to the Southside of Canberra had taken place.  Mr Jeffery provided a report on the trip to Council.  This trip highlighted issues, which have since been addressed.  Michael Ross advised that there was recognition by Departmental Representatives that a sophisticated Community Consultation Program was required in relation to Fuel Management.  

Michael Ross advised that there may be a need to re-prioritise bushfire mitigation work that needs to be done across the Territory, particularly as there is currently a limited amount of money available to work with.

Peter Dunn advised that the Council had a role to play, ensuring that the Minister is advised, in writing, of issues.

Action has commenced and is in place to resolve land tenure issues that currently sit with SOTIG, with little, if any movement to date in relation to decisions over future land use (Ingledene).

Kevin Jeffery distributed a report on the Fuel Management Trip (Southside) for comment.

Action:  

All Members to review the Fuel Management Trip Report and advise Kevin Jeffery of any changes/comments by next Thursday.

A matter of concern raised during the meeting was that some Members of Government have been sending out correspondence, which is not in line with the COAG message.  It was suggested that Peter Dunn should advise the Minister and Shadow Spokesman, on behalf of Council.

The buffer zone around Mount Stromlo was discussed.  Part of the field trip looked at options available with the current Land Managers (in this case the ANU).

6.5 Geoff Butler

Geoff Butler advised that he was a member of the Chief Minister’s Water Catchment Management Group.  The group members recently received a CSIRO review of the scientific literature related to Water Supply Catchments following bushfire.  He recommended that the Council try to obtain copies of this report for all members’ information.

6.6 Michael Lonergan

No report.

6.7 Simon Katz

No report.

7.0  General Business:

It was suggested that Dorte Eucklund to attend a meeting of the Bushfire Council in the near future to get the ACTPLA position on back fences and planning for fire protection on the urban fringes.

8.0  Confirmation of next meeting:

The next Council meeting will take place on Thursday 23 March at the ASOC, Building 4 Point Cook Avenue, Fairbairn, commencing at 3pm. 

The meeting was closed at 5:15pm.

Meeting 8 Feb/2006 – 23rd February, 2006 - Action Items:

	Meeting No:
	Action Item:
	Action Officer:
	Outcome:

	
	
	
	

	2006/08
	Invite Dorte Eucklund to attend a BFC meeting.
	Michael Ross
	Invited.  Steve Gianakis is to attend in her place.

	2006/07
	Scientific report for CMD regarding the Water Catchment areas.  
	Dee Watson
	Report not available at present.

	2005/05
	Arrange a presentation and possibly a short demonstration of Barricade Gel at a future meeting.  
	Kevin Jeffery
	

	2005/05
	Provide final comments to Kevin Jeffery by 12noon on Monday 28 November, for inclusion in the Namadgi Plan.
	All Members
	Completed

	2005/05
	Provide final document to Dee Watson for printing on Council letterhead.
	Kevin Jeffery
	Done

	2005/05
	Print Namadgi Plan on Bushfire Council Letterhead
	Dee Watson
	Completed and sent via email and post

	2005/04
	Report back to Council when CSIRO report in relation to foam testing is received.
	David Prince
	

	2005/04
	Members to report back to Council at the December meeting in relation to the “Bushfire Operational Plans 2004 – 05, Report on Activities” which was distributed.  
	All
	Completed

	2005/04
	Namadgi Plan – comments need to be incorporated into document and distributed to Members, prior to being made into a submission.
	Kevin Jeffery
	Completed by Kevin Jeffery

	2005/04
	Brindabella Fire Management Plan – Julie Crawford to be invited to the November meeting.
	Geoff Butler
	Attending November meeting

	2005/03
	Go through the Wangary report to see if the ACT can answer all questions, then report back to Council.
	Michael Ross
	Distributed to Members

	2005/03
	Supply TRN coverage diagrams to Council.
	Rod Shaw
	

	2005/03
	Find out the timeline for NSW building a site at Cooma for their TRN.
	Rod Shaw
	

	2005/03
	Speak with Brian Parry regarding the pump and trolley unit made specifically for use with swimming pools.
	Kevin Jeffery
	Completed

	2005/03
	Investigate what procedures could be put into place in order to manage the older vehicles in the field.
	Michael Ross
	Completed

	2005/03
	Investigate the cost for replacement of:


1)
Engine

2)
Pump

3)
Whole vehicle
	Michael Ross
	Completed

	2005/03
	Seek advice from OH & S people within ESA in relation to using older vehicles as first strike vehicles for this season, whilst waiting for the new vehicles to arrive.
	Michael Ross
	Report given to Council

	2005/03
	Provide information to the Minister in relation to the fleet vehicles that need to be replaced.
	Council
	

	2005/03
	Confirm venue of next meeting.
	Dee Watson
	Completed

	2005/02
	Discuss Forward Planning
	All
	Progressive

	2005/02
	Formally invite the Head of Parks to address the meeting.
	Michael Ross
	Invited

	2005/02
	Update on roll out of the TRN – Presentation to the Council in October
	
	

	2005/02
	Update of Asset Management Plan for Vehicles at next meeting for advice from Council.
	Peter Dunn
	Report Supplied

	2005/02
	Provide comment on “Lessons from the 2003 Bushfires” to Dee Watson via email.
	All
	Ongoing

	2005/02
	Provide a report in relation to the Bushfire Management School at the next meeting.
	Peter Dunn
	Ongoing

	2005/01
	Brief Council on the response provided by the RFS in response to a request made by ActewAGL in relation the implications of implementing a “Zero Fire” policy within the Cotter Catchment area.
	Nick Lhuede (RFS)
	Done

	2005/01
	Kevin Jeffery asked that a status report be given at the next meeting in relation to new radios.
	Peter Dunn
	Done

	2005/01
	Tony Bartlett raised the need to discuss the implications of the Civil Actions being taken as a result of the 2003 Bushfires.
	All
	Discussed

	2005/01
	Letters of appreciation to be sent to past Members of Council.
	Peter Dunn/ Minister
	Agreed by the Minister

	2005/01
	Ensure that a letter of appreciation was sent to the Flint family.
	Dave Broderick
	Sent

	2005/01
	Peter Dunn suggested inviting relevant people from NSW RFS or NSW National Parks to attend a Bushfire Council Meeting to discuss fuel management.
	Michael Ross
	In train

	2005/01
	Documentation to be supplied at the next meeting in relation to “keeping tracks open”.
	Bruce Leaver
	Distributed

	2005/01
	Tony Bartlett offered to provide a copy of Urban Services Risk Assessment.
	Tony Bartlett
	Given to Michael Ross

	2005/01
	Review Key Lessons From the 2003 Fires, for further discussion next meeting.
	All
	Progressive

	
	Dave Broderick to invite Government Solicitor to attend meeting.


	Dave Broderick
	Agreed

	2005/01
	Send out Induction Packs to new Members not present at the meeting.
	Dee Watson
	Packs posted.


BFC Payments Due to

Kevin, Dave B & Bob Moore
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